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O D Y S S E U S

The return of Odysseus after the Trojan War is one of 
the most well-known Greek sagas, mixing myth, 
folktale, and historical elements.

The adventures of Odysseus can be read as symbolic (his 
journey to the Underworld), connected with real places known 
to the Greeks as their trade and colonization expanded, or 
part of romantic legends set in imaginary places.

During the Trojan War, Odysseus was the wisest and wiliest of 
the Greek heroes, and in the Odyssey, usually escapes from 
danger through his intelligence and bravery; he is resourceful 
and aided by Athena while also the target of Poseidon’s wrath.

He meets with many men, women, goddesses, and monsters, 
while he spends ten years journeying home to his faithful wife, 
Penelope, whom he left in Ithaca with their son, Telemachus.



The poem begins in the middle of Odysseus’s adventures, 
but we don’t meet him until the opening of Book 5.

Books 1-4 relate the situation in Ithaca during his absence, 
as Penelope is besieged by suitors who want her hand in 
marriage and the kingdom.

In Book 5, Odysseus has been detained for seven years on 
Ogygia, the island of the nymph, Calypso, and after he 
sails away and his raft is wrecked, he tells his rescuers the 
events preceding his arrival on Ogygia.

The poem then continues with his return to Ithaca, his 
revenge on the suitors, and his reunion with Penelope.
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